PICNIC   PARTY

his own account, while the rest stood by in readiness to
check whatever might seem to require correction.
On the occurrence of any remark in the description
which, to some of us, did not appear to be borne out by
the facts, an immediate halt was requested; and the
point being diligently re-examined, the writing was
either confirmed, or altered till it met the approbation
of the whole host of critics. This method of proceed-
ing gave wonderful animation to what, under ordinary
circumstances, might have been considered dry details.
It also put all the investigating detachments to their
mettle; generally furnished abundant matter for discus-
sion; and often set us off upon fresh and amusing
courses of inquiry.

It likewise not infrequently happened, that where a
piece of sculpture was unfortunately much decayed by
time, or injured by the hands of wanton heretics, or
chanced to be placed far back in the cave, there arose
no small difliculty in coming to any rational conclusion
about the matter. Where the cruel hammer of some
meddling geological or antiquarian traveller had
driven away two or three out of half-a-dozen of a poor
Hindoo god's arms, or crushed down his sacred nose,
there remained for us little or no resource except that
atrabilarious process of soundly anathematising the
delinquent or delinquents unknown. But where there
existed any remedy within reach, we spared no pains to
throw light on the subject. This, in fact, [without
any pun], was our chief desideratum; and the scientific
heads of the company were put in requisition, to devise
methods for illuminating the dark parts of the temple.
The first and most obvious plan was to stick a number of
little bits of wax taper all over and round those portions
of the sculptures which were under immediate investiga-
tion. But this was found to be troublesome, in more
respects than one. The wax melted and ran down, and
the corner of the cave in which we were working either
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